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Image:  Fresco of St. Nicholas from Church of St Mary of Spilica, Lopud, Lopud Island, Croatia

December 6th is St. Nicholas Day.  St. Nicholas is one of the church’s most beloved saints, though little is known about his life.  About 300 years after the birth, death and resurrection of Jesus, Nicholas was a bishop in what is now Turkey.  Legends that surround Nicholas tell of his love for God and neighbor, especially the poor.  One famous story tells of Nicholas secretly giving bags of gold to the three daughters of a father who was going to sell them into prostitution because he could not pay the required amount for the women to be married.  Nicholas became a symbol of anonymous gift giving.

In come countries gifts are given on this day, and may include a visit from St. Nicholas himself!  One of the ways Nicholas can be remembered is to give gifts anonymously to co-workers, neighbors and even strangers as a way to remind us of God’s love in Jesus freely given to all.

St. Olaf College Campus Pastor Bruce Benson revised Tom Hall's lyrics of "Jolly Old St. Nicholas" to reflect the ancient church's stories and turned the last verse into a Christmas prayer.

Jolly Old Saint Nicholas
by the Rev. Bruce Benson, St. Olaf College
 

1. Jolly old Saint Nicholas, lived in ancient days.

     Sought to honor Christ the Lord by his gracious ways;

     Treating all with dignity, life he did renew.

     Knowing Christ had come to serve, Nicholas did too.

 

2.  Sailors off the Turkish coast found the Bishop brave.

     Pris'ners innocent of crime, Nicholas did save.

     People trapped in poverty, those in great distress,

     Little children, oft forgot, Nicholas did bless.

 

3.  God of old Saint Nicholas grant that we may be

     Like the saint in faith and hope and in charity.

     Do not worry 'bout our socks, fill our hearts instead.

     Bless us with your grace and peace in the days ahead. 
